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Congratulations 
to these  

Volunteers Of the Month 
 

May 
Roberta Matthews 

 

June 
Rebecca Rahm 

 

July 
Susan Schlather 

 

August 
Elise Halpern 

 

And to Gainesville’s 
 Volunteer of the Quarter 

Vicki Remaley 

 ATLANTA 

BOTANICAL 

GARDEN 

Upcoming Events for  
Garden Volunteers 

 
 
 

By Josh Todd 
 

Monday, August 19, 11:30 a.m. 
GardenHouse Magnolia Room 

 
Garden Associates Lunch and Learn  

featuring Moe Hemmings, Community Outreach Manager 
 

The Associates invite all volunteers to learn how the Garden  
supports urban agriculture to help create healthy living  

environments and increase the community’s access to fresh food.  
 

Bring your lunch and drinks will be provided.  
RSVP to Kaila Jackson at kjackson@atlantabg.org  

or 404-591-1575. 

 
Monday, September 9, 12:30 p.m. 

 Day Hall 
 

Docent Update  
featuring Mary Pat Matheson, Emily Coffey, and Amanda Bennett 

 
The Garden Docents invite all volunteers to attend their  

September meeting to hear about the future of the Garden. 
Presentations include: Mary Pat Matheson, President and CEO, 
on upcoming exhibitions, Garden expansion, Gainesville and the 

long-range strategic plan; Emily Coffey, Vice President of  
Conservation and Research, on the newly opened Southeastern 
Center for Conservation, and Amanda Bennett, Vice President of 
Horticulture and Collections, on the spring 2020 planting design.  

 
Bring your lunch; drinks and desserts will be provided  

by the Docents. RSVP to Josh Todd at jtodd@atlantabg.org  
or 404-591-1548. 



Meet the Volunteers of the Month 

May: Roberta Matthews 

 
It was nine years ago, soon after moving to Atlanta to be near  

family, when Roberta Matthews first found her way to the Gar-

den to volunteer, initially in the new Outdoor Kitchen, helping 

with demonstrations and classes. A few months later, she took 

the Children’s Docent training and through the years has also 

become expert at several Discovery Stations and lent her hand 

with scores of family programs and festivals, always with a 

smile on her face and a song in her heart. Most recently  

Roberta has also been welcoming visitors as a Lobby Greeter, 

with a vitality and energy that charms everyone. A Centennial 

Club member every year since 2012, Roberta is one of those 

full-of-life people who’s fun to be around, who keeps herself 

busy and never meets a stranger, a Salvation Army Soldier who 

plays the piano and sings at church there, volunteers with their 

homeless ministry, even serenades as a bellringer during the 

holidays. “You’ve got to keep doing...keep learning,” she advis-

es, and she does, currently learning Spanish and planning  

cruises with her sisters, most of whom live in Atlanta.  

 

The staff has been counting on her...her smile, her reliability, 

her knowledge, her charm...for ten years and she’s long over-

due for this recognition as May Volunteer of the Month. Thanks 

for all you do, Roberta! 

 

June: Rebecca Rahm 
 
Rebecca Rahm says the best thing she ever did was to sign up 

to volunteer at the Botanical Garden. “My favorite subjects in 

school were always art and science, so here I can indulge both 

passions!” She took the Children’s Docent class in January 

2011 and jumped in immediately with children’s tours and 

classes, family events and summer camps. Indulging her inner 

scientist, she has recently starting helping Paul in the Conserv-

atory too. But Rebecca is perhaps best known around the  

Garden as the master of design for the Thanks for Giving 

Luncheon and other events. “It’s always a challenge to come 

up with new ideas for the décor,” she admits, but she seems to 

outdo herself every year. An artist in every sense of the word, 

Rebecca brings her artistic flair and creativity to everything she 

does, whether it’s designing centerpieces, painting canvases, 

murals or sets for her grandson’s theatre productions, working 

in her garden (an art form in itself!) or giving children’s tours. A  

five-time Centennial volunteer with three years of 200-plus 

hours, Rebecca admits “I have a long drive to the Garden and I 

often wonder if it’s worth it...then I come through the gates and 

know I’m in my happy place. I am a lucky woman indeed!”  

 

All at the Garden are the lucky ones to be able to count on the 

talents of Rebecca Rahm and, for her flair and loyalty, salute 

her as June Volunteer of the Month. 



Meet the Volunteers of the Month 

July: Susan Schlather 
 
“The Garden makes me happy,” says Susan Schlather, echoing 

the sentiment of many Garden volunteers. A life-long interest in 

gardening found her lovingly tending a large garden in Virginia 

for a number of years before taking a giant, and very adven-

turous, leap and moving to Edinburgh, Scotland for 16 months. 

While she and her husband “tried out” the life there, she volun-

teered with the National Trust for Scotland, an organization that 

maintains homes and gardens across the country. When they 

arrived in midtown Atlanta in the fall of 2017, she determined 

to continue gardening so naturally sought out the nearby ABG, 

right in her own backyard. Susan first got her hands dirty as a 

GEM volunteer in the Strickland, Edible Garden and Rock Gar-

dens, wedding, trimming...everything a GEM does. “Whatever 

they ask, I’m happy to do,” she says. “I love the work and talking 

with visitors, especially the children, as they come through, 

pointing out new things to them.” This year Susan  

added Discovery duties and particularly enjoys telling the stories 

of the Earth Goddess and the Vanilla Bean Orchid.  

 

The staff admire her diligence and persistence, no matter what 

the weather, and report that she is always asking for feed-

back...how to do things better. A Centennial in just her first year, 

Susan is recognized for her commitment and “can do” attitude 

as July’s Volunteer of the Month. 

August: Elise Halpern 
 

 
“My family would say I found my happy place at the Garden,” 

smiles Elise Halpern, who started as a Children’s Docent shortly 

after retiring in early 2017. Soon she was also helping out with 

children’s classes, camps and programs, always with a smile 

and an encouraging word. Staffers compliment her calm, cheer-

ful manner noting that Elise “is a true team player and brightens 

our day whenever she’s here.” One thing led to another, as  

happens with Garden volunteers, and Elise added shifts in  

Garden Maintenance and, most recently, in Amphibian  

Conservation, surprising even herself! “I have loved all the 

learning and being with the kids and the other volunteers. It 

brings me so much joy to get to do whatever I can to make their 

experiences here special...whether it’s in a tour or helping them 

make crafts or music in the Children’s Garden. I’ve loved getting 

to work with the GEMS in the woodland area, playing in the dirt 

with others who enjoy the same thing. Now I find myself ridicu-

lously happy doing anything involved with the care and feeding 

of the frogs, tortoises and turtles!” Little wonder she has logged 

Centennial Club hours since coming aboard.  

 

For her enthusiasm, dependability, smiles and encouraging 

words, the Garden salutes Elise Halpern as August Volunteer of 

the Month. 

 



Saluting the Gainesville Garden’s  
Volunteer of the Quarter: 
 

Vicki Remaley 
 

By Wanda Cannon 
Gainesville Education and Volunteer Coordinator 

 
 
Meet the Gainesville Garden Volunteer of the Quarter, Vicki Remaley. 
Vicki has been a volunteer since the Garden’s opening back in May 
2015. With a contagious smile and a warm welcome, Vicki greets and 
assists visitors as a Visitor Service volunteer every week. She has an 
enthusiastic and vivacious personality and adds energy to the Visitor 
Center experience! 
 

Vicki also loves to volunteer for the Garden’s concerts and happily 
points out the lovely Ivester Amphitheatre to all as Garden visitors. “I 
have loved music and dancing since I was 7 years old. Music has al-
ways been a large part of my life, so naturally the concerts here at the 
Garden are among my favorite events! I also love the outdoors. Gardening, birding, hiking, concerts and boating are 
some of my favorite activities.” 
 

Vicki grew up in Atlanta and worked with her father right out of high school at his auto parts supply store in downtown 
Atlanta. After that, she went on to work for General Motors for 30 years. She has two children, Jessica and Keith, and 
one grandchild, Henry who, she beams, “...is the love of my life!“  
 

“It was meant for me to volunteer at the Atlanta Botanical Garden Gainesville,” says Vicki who enjoys welcoming and 
talking with visitors. “You never know when you may make some ‘forever’ friendships as I have done here. I am so 
thankful to have been chosen to volunteer here.” 
 

The Garden feels the same way about Vicki Remaley. We welcome her warm personality each week and enjoy her en-
ergy and positive spirit! Thank you, Vicki! 

 Special Project  
for Discovery Volunteers 

 
 
 
 
 

A fun citizen science project will be happening at the 
Garden on Friday, August 23, and Discovery  
volunteers are being recruited to help. It’s a 
statewide pollinator count organized by the  

University of Georgia. A member of the Garden’s 
Horticulture team will lead a brief training at 1 p.m., 
after which volunteers will be assigned to different 
sections of the Garden to count certain pollinators 
for approximately an hour. A survey form with color 

photos will be provided to ease tabulation.  
If you love our pollinators, please consider  
coming out to help collect date. Let Public  

Programs Manager Abby Gale know if you can  
attend by emailing her: agale@atlantabg.org. 

 

Discovery Connection 
September 12,  
6:30-7:30 p.m. 

 
An inaugural Discovery Connection, an update  
for Discovery volunteers, has been planned for 

Thursday, September 12 from 6:30 until 7:30 p.m. in 
the Georgia-Pacific classroom in the new Southeast 
Conservation Center. Conservation staff will be on 
hand to discuss the new tissue culture lab and the 
education team will talk about Discovery Stations 

planned for September and October. Please join in 
for an hour and enjoy a glass of wine or beer with 

some cheese and crackers while mingling with other 
Discovery volunteers. You might even catch a chef 
demo at 8 p.m. if you want to enjoy a tasting from 

the beautiful Edible Garden.  
 

RSVP to Abby Gale, Public Programs Manager, at 
agale@atlantabg,com. 



  

What’s Growing in  
Gainesville 
 
 
 

By Wanda Cannon,  
Gainesville Education and Volunteer Coordinator 
 
The Atlanta Botanical Garden here in Gainesville is beginning to take on a 
new look! When you drive into our parking lot, take a look up the hill to the 
right and you will see a lot of activity going on. Nestled on top of the highest 
point in the Garden, our newest addition to the Garden in underway, the new 
Children’s Garden! Progress is being made on its completion, and it looks like 
October will be the month for the grand opening! The Garden will be full of 
interactive and fun features. The Children’s Garden will open up more volun-
teer opportunities and possibilities in Visitor Service and Children’s Program-
ming and Education. The staff here is excited for its completion. 
 

The late spring season kicked off with very 
hot, dry conditions, but that didn’t stop visi-
tors from coming out to enjoy the Garden 
and taking a look at our Imaginary Worlds 
Mosaiculture pieces. Our new live planting 
piece, Rip Van Winkle, is situated in a per-
fect location and is sleeping peacefully on a 
tree along the pathways. Rip is really stun-
ning! The Ogre, pandas and frogs live 
plantings are also delightful to see and our 
guests are thoroughly enjoying them. 
 

As I write this, the “Dog Days” of summer 
are upon us and the weather has certainly 
heated up. We have been busy with docent
-led group tours and Back Pack Program 
school tours. 
 

The Garden has hosted some great adult painting classes this summer, and 
we have a scheduled Hydrangea Walking tour that is full. Everyone is enjoy-
ing the colors and textures of the beautiful Garden here and I, for one, love 
taking a stroll on my lunch break! More adult painting classes, a floral design 
class and a beekeeping class are planned in the fall.  
 

The Garden has been ramping up for two concerts, and we are filling up vol-
unteer spaces for these events. Wine in the Woodlands and our monthly chil-
dren’s programs will run through the summer and into the fall. The Woodland 
Ramble Arts & Crafts Festival and Garden plant sale, Scarecrows and our 
Goblins in the Garden events will take place in October. A new Lunch ‘N 
Learn meeting for volunteers is scheduled for the fall too. 
 

Take time to read about the Volunteer of the Quarter Vicki Remaley in this 
issue. Vicki has volunteered at the Gainesville Garden since its beginnings in 
2015.  We appreciate her enthusiastic attitude and commitment! 
 

More opportunities than ever are available for volunteers to plug into. With 
new growth and each new event that we offer, there are possibilities for new 
volunteers to get involved. As always, the Garden staff appreciates all of our 
volunteers. We have a great group of individuals who commit their time to the 
many volunteer opportunities here. We are a special Garden tucked away in 
Gainesville. Come visit soon! 

Volunteers and plants are confused 
whether it will be cool and rainy or 
stifling hot and dry. But we are all do-
ing our best to adapt! At the Green-
house we are taking care of plants to 
go into the Children’s Garden. They 
will be leaving us soon to go to their 
permanent home. We are also getting 
ready for the October plant sale. Visi-
tors to the Garden often ask where 
they can get the plants that they see, 
and that is our chance to invite them 
to the plant sale.   
 
Greenhouse volunteers recently spent 
a morning helping out at the Conser-
vation nursery. Their weeds have 
roots that must go to China! We got 
our upper body workout pulling them. 
Garden maintenance has heated up 
recently. We are cutting back and 
deadheading in addition to the usual 
weeding. And we are so glad we are 
finished digging tulip bulbs!  
 
Our events, including Wine in the 
Woodlands and Flamingo Night, have 
been lots of fun, and we are seeing so 
many more visitors. Story Time has 
gotten busier as have the Discovery 
Carts. All of us are looking forward to 
the opening of the Children’s Garden 
and to the remaining summer con-
certs and other events. We have visi-
tors who come regularly to walk the 
trails, and hopefully someday soon 
we will have young visitors coming 
regularly to enjoy the Children’s Gar-
den. Gardeners embrace change and 
are always looking toward the future!  

News from the Volunteers at 

 

Atlanta 
Botanical 
Garden, 
Gainesville 
 
 

By Diane Korzeniewski 



Docent 

Doings 

 

 

 

 

By Sally Finkelstein 

2019 Docent Chair  
 

The Atlanta BeltLine 

The Atlanta Beltline is the most comprehensive revitalization project ever   
undertaken by the City of Atlanta. The idea was first conceived by Ryan   
Gravel in 1999 in his graduate thesis at Georgia Tech. Frustrated by the lack 
of transportation alternatives, he wanted to turn former rail corridors into a ring 
of trails and parks around the city. It evolved into a grassroots campaign by a 
group of civic leaders and citizens as a new vision for Atlanta. This 22-mile 
loop of multi-use trails, a modern streetcar and parks could connect 45 intown 
neighborhoods. It offered a chance to redefine what it is to be a neighbor and 
to share all that our city has to offer. In 2005 two organizations, The Atlanta 
BeltLine, Inc. and The Atlanta BeltLine Partnership, started working with many 
organizations to bring this vision to life. 

Our docent group has taken two different field trips to the Eastside Trail from 
Inman Park to the site of the former Sears building, now the Ponce City Mar-
ket. A guide from Trees Atlanta explained the horticultural collections of trees, 
native grasses and wildflowers that will eventually be planted along this 22-
mile loop around the city. We also passed the Historic Fourth Ward Skatepark 
established in 2011. This park features bowls, ramps and rails for skateboard-
ers and a large multi-use athletic field and playground for children. Since our 
field trip, the first urban farm was started in the Adair Park neighborhood on 
the Westside Trail. It provides fresh produce to the neighborhood and could 
serve as a model for other potential sites around the corridor.  

Art is found throughout the entirety of the BeltLine. The 2.5 miles of the 
Eastside Trail is basically a walkable, outdoor museum, showcasing the works 
of hundreds of performers, visual artists and musicians. You'll pass murals, 
tiny doors, photography, kinetic cubes, metal sculptures and movable puppet-
ry. On September 19, the Lantern Parade will be held on the Eastside Trail 
celebrating art on the BeltLine. This procession of light, music and color has 
been held for 10 years. Everyone is invited to attend at 7:00 p.m. -- just bring 
a lantern. 

Much economic development along the BeltLine has provided jobs and oppor-
tunities for our citizens. Ponce City Market was listed on the National Register 
of Historic Places in 2016. Formerly the Sears building from 1926-1987, it now 
has been renovated into a very popular mixed-use venue of shops, restau-
rants, offices and residential units. Many other residences, businesses and 
restaurants have opened along all parts of the corridor.                                                                                                                                                                         

As of 2019, the Atlanta BeltLine consists of five open trails and seven parks. 
Other phases of development will occur before the anticipated completion in 
2030. We docents must plan another field trip soon! 

 

Coming Up Soon  
at the Garden! 

 

 

 
 

Concerts Continue Through  
August 

Summertime at the Garden closes 
out with the final concerts of the  
season: Toad the Wet Sprocket  

and Big Head Todd and the Monsters 
on August 16  

and Melissa Etheridge on August 17, 
both at the Atlanta Garden,  

followed by The Mavericks and  
Marc Broussard on August 25 at the  

Gainesville Garden.  

 
Chocolate Covered Weekend will 

take place on Saturday and  
Sunday, September 21 and 22. 
Come volunteer for this delicious 
event and help serve ice cream  
samples, run a chocolate craft  

station, teach about the cacao tree 
and vanilla orchid, and distribute 

chocolate tastings! 

 
The Alston Lecture Series  

continues on September 24 at  
7 p.m. in Day Hall featuring  

“Extreme Salad Man” Stephen 
Barstow, author of Around the World 

in 80 Plants: An Edible Perennial 
Vegetable Adventure for Temperate 

Climates.  

 
The Garden of Eden Ball will be  

Saturday, September 28,  
followed by Scarecrows in the  
Garden opening on Tuesday,  

October 1.  

 
Garden Lights is already  
installing and will open on  

November 16, with the volunteer, 
member and circle events taking 
place earlier that week. Nature’s 

Wonders in Storza Woods has some 
very impressive new music and  

choreography this season! 
 
 

Watch for emails detailing volunteer 
opportunities for these and other fall 

Garden events.  



Check It Out: 
 

New Finds in the Garden’s Sheffield Library 
By Michelle Li, Library Volunteer 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
MOULTHROP: A LEGACY IN WOOD by Kevin Wallace 

 
 This past spring the Garden had the privilege of exhibiting pieces by the Moulthrop family of 
woodturners. Their biography came to the library around the same time. It details the lives and 

work of Ed, Philip, and Matthew Moulthrop while providing over 150 gorgeous photographs of their 
pieces. Ed Moulthrop’s story is especially fascinating. Before he came to woodturning, he made his 

living as a well-respected architect and designed the Atlanta International Airport. 
 If you missed the exhibit at the Garden - and even if you didn’t - the book is worth a look and 

several oohs and aahs. 
 
 

THE OVERSTORY by Richard Powers 
 

 A botanical garden library must of course have botanically-themed books. The Overstory, the 
winner of the 2019 Pulitzer Prize in Fiction, is about nine people who are brought together by activ-
ism and the ways trees have touched their lives. Powers showcases his mastery over language with 
striking, tense prose that allows the narrative to flow by. Ultimately, The Overstory is a love letter to 

the beauty of trees and the abiding bond humankind has with them. 
 
 

THE LOST WORDS: A SPELL BOOK by Robert Macfarlane 
 

 In 2015 the Oxford University Press removed dozens of words from the Oxford Junior Diction-
ary, many of them nature words, citing their lack of relevance to the modern British child’s life. 

Words like acorn and buttercup were replaced with attachment and blog. 
The Lost Words is Robert Macfarlane and Jackie Morris’s attempt to preserve those nature words. 

The book is ostensibly for children, but its stunning art and wonderful poetry will captivate an adult. 
The winner of the BAMB Beautiful Book Award, this illustrated poetry collection demands a comfort-

able chair and your time, and a trip outside to blow away some dandelion seeds. 



Meet the Staff: 
 

Laurie Blackmore 
Conservation & Research  

Manager 
By Josh Todd 
 
Working at the Atlanta Botanical Garden is a family affair for 
the Blackmores. Paul, the Conservatory Manager, started at 
ABG in 2003, and you see his amazing work throughout the 
Tropical Rotunda, Desert House, Orangerie, native plant 
conservation garden, and the Skyline Garden’s cactus and 
succulent plant displays. And Paul and Laurie’s son, James, 
volunteered at the Garden over the summer, putting in long 
hours with the horticulturists. 
 

Laurie joined the team in 2011 as a Development Associate 
working in the Department of Institutional Advancement and 
moved into the Grants and Special Projects Coordinator role 
soon after. Showing a talent for grant writing, she eventually accepted the position of Grants Coordinator and later that 
of Grants Officer. This role found her writing grants for the whole Garden and general operating support, along with re-
stricted funding which includes conservation and some educational programing. 
 

A native of the Pacific Northwest, Laurie earned her Bachelor of Science in Forestry at the University of Washington. 
She then served as a Peace Corps volunteer in the west African nation of Guinea for three years. As a volunteer, Laurie 
worked to reduce pressures on native woodlands and ecosystems through agroforestry initiatives and in working with 
women to introduce improved cook stoves. 
 

Laurie returned to the States to pursue a graduate degree at the University of Idaho’s School of Forestry. Her concentra-
tion on non-timber forest products illustrates Laurie’s interest in holistic and sustainable management of our natural re-
sources. After being awarded her Masters of Science in Forestry, Laurie chose to remain in Moscow, Idaho to work with 
the USDA Forest Service’s Rocky Mountain Research Station. While working for the Forest Service, Laurie took ad-
vantage of an opportunity through the International Branch of the Service in Washington, DC, to work with non-timber 
forest products through the Central African Regional Program for the Environment (CARPE). Part of a large, 20-year 
multilateral, multi-country commitment, this initiative works to promote sustainable forest management, biodiversity con-
servation, and climate change mitigation in the Congo Basin. It was during her time with CARPE that Laurie met Paul 
Blackmore, then working to lead the Limbe Botanical Garden as part of the British-funded Mount Cameroon Project. 
Laurie moved to Cameroon to continue her CARPE work for three years before returning with Paul to the States for the 
birth of James. Moving to Atlanta in 2003 for Paul’s new job at ABG, Laurie chose to stay at home to raise James, then 
began working at the Garden eight years ago. 
 

Laurie’s current role as Conservation & Research Manager aligns her passion, work history, and experiences in the De-
partment of Conservation & Research. Laurie is using her experiences to build a framework of support that lifts the De-
partment’s exceptional staff, based in the newly opened Southeastern Center for Conservation, to carry out mission-
driven conservation initiatives with the native plants and ecosystems of the Southeast and around the world. As Manag-
er, Laurie works with Dr. Emily Coffey, Vice President of Conservation & Research, to provide leadership support to the 
growing Conservation & Research team from Florida to North Georgia, and to represent the Garden’s conservation ef-
forts to partners and organizations across the U.S. and beyond. 
 

In Laurie’s words, the Center for Conservation “provides an intellectual hub, administrative space with room to grow 
staff, interns and volunteers, and three state of the art labs, including Molecular Teaching Lab, Micro Propagation Lab, 
and Seed Banking Lab. We are fortunate to have had the support of a few long-term volunteers helping in the labs and 
conservation greenhouse and have recruited a few more new volunteers to assist with conservation horticulture in Atlan-
ta. In addition, we are actively looking for volunteers to assist at the Conservation Safeguarding Nursery in Gainesville. 
Our team needs help with weeding and general maintenance of this essential part of the Garden’s conservation efforts. 
Let Josh know if you want to lend a hand!” 
 

Living in Decatur, the Blackmore family enjoys the outdoors, including hiking, backpacking, mountain biking, and 
kayaking, and quite a bit of travel – to England to see Paul’s family and the West Coast to see Laurie’s. Want to hear all 
about her travels, work in Africa, and new conservation role? Hang out at the Corner Cup Coffee in Decatur one morning 
and you’re sure to see her stop in! 



Notes From Mary Pat 
 

Insights from Mary Pat Matheson 

The Ann and Hays Mershon President & CEO 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Southeastern Center for Conservation 
 

The new facility for our Southeastern Center for Conservation is 
open, and it’s rewarding to see our plant focused professional staff in 
headquarters that provide them with light, modular desks, confer-
ence and break rooms and the kind of working space they so well 
deserve. In addition to open studio office space for our horticulture, 
conservation, exhibits and education staff, the new facility provides 
much needed lab space for the conservation research that is con-
ducted here and across the southeastern United States. 
 
The micro-propagation lab, formerly known as the tissue culture lab, 
is still named for our very own Ron Determann, but the new name 
reflects the work that goes on behind those glass walls. Orchids are exceedingly difficult to grow 
from seed requiring sterile lab space and a special media that provides the sugars necessary to feed 
the embryo until real leaves appear and photosynthesis begins. Our orchid conservation work focus-
es in large part on collecting seed from threatened orchids, growing it in our lab and reintroducing 
young plants into their native habitat to restore the vigor of those orchid populations. Orchids from 
Florida, Georgia, Cuba, the Caribbean and elsewhere are growing in the new micro-prop lab so stop 
by and watch Jason work his magic in transforming seed into viable plants for the wild.   
 
The working lab is an amazing new asset to our staff as we conduct DNA studies on wild orchid   
collections and continue our research on other endangered species. In addition to supporting  
research, this lab provides a learning environment for the conservation interns who come from  
numerous universities and colleges. Over several decades life science programs at universities  
have diminished or been eliminated resulting in a decline of students graduating in plant taxonomy, 
ecology, botany and conservation. The Atlanta Botanical Garden plays an important role in support-
ing the universities that still teach the life sciences. We see this important training program as a first 
step into a future where ABG offers field and lab research opportunities to many more students in 
support of the need for trained field botanists and conservationists. In fact, if you go to the second 
level of the new Center for Conservation, you will note the many empty desks. That’s purposeful, as 
we built the second story to support the future growth of our research and training programs.   
 
The new Center is an example of how the Garden is focusing on expanded programs that have a  
far-reaching impact for plants and communities. As we go well beyond our borders to save plants, 
the new facility provides essential space for propagating, growing and studying rare flora here and 
beyond. It’s the epicenter of our partnerships and collaborations and crucial to the Garden’s future. I 
encourage our volunteers to visit, ask Josh to arrange behind the scenes tours and to learn more 
about the important work conducted there. 
 

Digging In is published for the volunteers of the Atlanta Botanical Garden. 
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