
INTERNSHIP INFORMATION 
•	 Application will be open until March 1, 2026. 
•	 Selected applicants will be invited to a group interview 

session at the Atlanta Botanical Garden on either March 21 
or March 28, 2026.

•	 Those chosen to participate in the internship will be invited 
with their guardians to attend a virtual orientation session 
on Zoom scheduled prior to the start of the internship.

•	 Students commit to a regular schedule of 18 hours per 
week, Tuesdays through Thursday, for seven weeks  
June 3 - July 17. Please note that Juneteenth is an  
observed holiday.

•	 MARTA cards or parking passes are provided to interns 
depending on their mode of transportation.

•	 Snacks and lunch are provided to interns.
•	 Students are paid an hourly wage of $12/hr, paid in  

bi-weekly installments.
•	 Garden shirts and supplies are provided to interns during 

their internship.
•	 Students will keep a journal documenting their experience.
•	 Students will be responsible for a personal project that they 

will present at the conclusion of the internship. 

REQUIREMENTS
•	 Must be eligible to work in the United States
•	 Able to work outdoors in a variety of conditions, and 

inclement weather.
•	 Able to lift 40 lbs and carry out physically demanding tasks
•	 Must be 16 years or older by June 2, 2026 and a rising 

sophomore, junior, or senior in a metro- area Title I school.
•	 Must submit a completed internship application no later 

than March 1, 2026.
•	 Must have a non-relative adult (e.g. teacher, mentor, boss) 

submit a recommendation form on applicant’s behalf no 
later than March 1, 2026.

•	 Willing to follow policies and procedures of the Atlanta 
Botanical Garden.

•	 Able to receive and interpret instruction.

DESCRIPTION
The Atlanta Botanical Garden is looking for enthusiastic and driven high school students, 16 years and older, interested in science and 
plant careers. Students will work alongside expert Garden staff to cultivate, conserve, and teach others about our plant collections in the 
heart of Atlanta. In addition, interns will gain invaluable college and career readiness skills from community leaders while connecting  
with their intern cohort. Intern experiences vary, but may include working in a plant conservation research lab, cultivating rare plants in the 
conservation greenhouses supporting the Fuqua Conservatory and Orchid Center, or maintaining outdoor spaces like the Edible Garden  
or Storza Woods.

We will have a virtual information session on January 13 at 5:30 p.m. and February 10 at 5:30 p.m. To sign up for this information 
session, click atlantabg.org/hsinfo.

For questions regarding the internship program, please email lboren@atlantabg.org.  
Application, recommendation form, and additional information can be found at

atlantabg.org/school-tours/summer-high-school-internship/.

SUMMER HIGH SCHOOL INTERNSHIP
JUNE 2 – JULY 16, 2026, TUESDAY – THURSDAY, 9 A.M. - 3 P.M.

Apply for the internship

Adult Recommendation form

http://atlantabg.org/hsinfo
mailto:lboren%40atlantabg.org?subject=
http://www.atlantabg.org/school-tours/summer-high-school-internship/
https://recruiting.paylocity.com/recruiting/jobs/Apply/1432134/Atlanta-Botanical-Garden-Inc/Summer-High-School-Internship
https://recruiting.paylocity.com/Recruiting/Jobs/Details/3746331
https://atlantabg.wufoo.com/forms/summer-high-school-internship-recommendation/


DESCRIPTION
The Atlanta Botanical Garden’s SPEAK (Students Promoting Environmental Awareness & Knowledge) program engages high school 
volunteers with a passion for teaching and the environment. SPEAK volunteers educate Garden visitors on combating climate change 
through sustainable gardening practices by having short conversations with visitors at SPEAK stations located throughout the Garden. 
SPEAK stations are moveable carts containing interactive materials and handouts. Conversations typically last about 1-5 minutes. This 
year’s SPEAK station topics are: Sustainable Gardening, Gardening for Native Wildlife, & Growing your own Food. 

We will have a virtual information session on January 13 at 5:30 p.m. and February 10 at 5:30 p.m. To sign up for this information 
session, click atlantabg.org/hsinfo.

For questions regarding the volunteer program, please email lboren@atlantabg.org.  
Application, recommendation form, and additional information  

can be found at atlantabg.org/volunteer/speak-volunteers/.

VOLUNTEER INFORMATION 
•	 Application will be open until March 1, 2026. 
•	 Selected applicants will be invited to a 2 hour group 

interview in person at the Atlanta Botanical Garden on either 
March 21 or March 28. 

•	 Those chosen to participate in the volunteer program will 
join us for a training day at the Atlanta Botanical Garden on 
March 30. 

•	 Volunteers commit to volunteering 50 hours throughout June 
2-July 16, including the mandatory 6 hour training day on 
May 30. Volunteer shifts will be available Tuesdays–Fridays 
from 10am-12pm, 12pm-2pm, & 2pm-4pm, as  
well as Saturdays & Sundays from 10am-1pm. 

•	 Volunteers will be supervised by Garden Programs  
Team members.  

REQUIREMENTS
•	 Must be 16 years or older by June 2, 2026.
•	 Must submit a completed application no later than  

March 1, 2026.
•	 Must have a non-relative adult (e.g. teacher, mentor, boss) 

submit a recommendation form on applicant’s behalf no 
later than March 1, 2026. 

•	 Willing to follow policies and procedures of the Atlanta 
Botanical Garden.

•	 Able to receive and interpret instruction. 
•	 Eager to learn about and engage in environmental 

sustainability measures
•	 Must be willing to engage in conversations with  

Garden visitors. 

Apply for the volunteer position | Adult Recommendation form

SPEAK VOLUNTEER PROGRAM
50 HOUR COMMITMENT FROM JUNE 2 – JULY 16, 2026

https://recruiting.paylocity.com/recruiting/jobs/Apply/1432134/Atlanta-Botanical-Garden-Inc/Summer-High-School-Internship
http://atlantabg.org/hsinfo
mailto:lboren%40atlantabg.org?subject=
http://atlantabg.org/volunteer/speak-volunteers/
https://atlantabg.wufoo.com/forms/speak-volunteer-application
https://atlantabg.wufoo.com/forms/speak-volunteer-recommendation/


For questions about either program, please email lboren@atlantabg.org.  
Applications, recommendation form, and additional information can be found at atlantabg.org.

SPEAK VOLUNTEER PROGRAM VS
SUMMER HIGH SCHOOL INTERNSHIP

HOW DO THE PROGRAMS COMPARE?

Apply for the volunteer position | Apply for the internship program

Note: If you’d like to apply for both the SPEAK Volunteer Program and the Summer High School Internship Program, 
you only have to fill out the Summer High School Internship application, not both applications. 

SPEAK INTERNSHIP

Applicant eligibility High school students, age 16+ Title I high school students only, age 16+

Hiring process

Application and Non-Relative Adult 
Recommendation due March 1, 2026

In-person Interviews on either  
March 21 or March 28

Submit Application and Non-Relative Adult 
Recommendation through the 
Garden’s Career page by March 1, 2026

In-person interviews for selected candidates 
on either March 21 or March 28

Time commitment
50 hours total; flexible schedule.  
Tuesday-Friday: Two-hour shifts,  
Saturday-Sunday: Three hour shifts

Tuesday - Friday  
9 a.m. - 3 p.m.  
June 2 - July 24, 2026

Duties Speak with Garden visitors about  
sustainable gardening practices.

Work with Garden Horticulture staff  
on maintaining plant collections and  
attend learning sessions about college  
and career readiness.

Compensation Unpaid volunteer Paid intern

Parking fees Not covered  
(SAGE Parking Facility rates apply)

Covered or MARTA Card provided

https://recruiting.paylocity.com/recruiting/jobs/Apply/1432134/Atlanta-Botanical-Garden-Inc/Summer-High-School-Internship
mailto:lboren%40atlantabg.org?subject=
http://atlantabg.org
https://atlantabg.wufoo.com/forms/speak-volunteer-application
https://recruiting.paylocity.com/Recruiting/Jobs/Details/3746331
https://recruiting.paylocity.com/recruiting/jobs/All/4f22eb27-b7b6-467a-a28d-6b0ce3986a4e/Atlanta-Botanical-Garden-Inc
https://atlantabg.org/map-location/sage-parking-facility/

